"A fair and equitable tariff/' said Brother John. "An ad valorem duty on their baggage/5
"You lived," said the Abbot, "like Rinaldo di Montalbano. They say, you sometimes took young women in commutation of tax."
"Only with their own consent," said Brother John. "If one of my followers wanted a wife, and a young maid was willing to stay and marry him, where was the harm in retaining her, with the concurrence of all parties concerned?"
"That was not all," said the Abbot. "They say you were not over scrupulous in retaining another man's wife."
"Always with her own consent," said Brother John, "and sometimes with her husband's. When there was an ill-assorted pair, I acted as a High Court of Divorce, and relieved them of one another."
"Condemning the husband in costs," said the Abbot, "confiscating his baggage to pay them, and taking his wife to yourself."
"Only once," said Brother John. "Only one wife."
"One at a time, I suppose," said the Abbot.
"No," said Brother John. "Only one once for all. I divorced her lawfully, and I married her lawfully."
"By your own code," said the Abbot. [201 ]levying toll on travellers." [ 200 ]e is nothing new under the sun."
